[Dementia and memory: morphologic imagery with MRI].
Modern imaging techniques, and notably magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) enable an increasingly precise exploration of primary degenerative dementias. The main contribution of imaging is to demonstrate lesion localizations which confirm the degenerative nature of the observed disorders, contributing to an understanding of the correlation between clinical signs and causal lesions. The development of techniques quantifying cerebral volume which can be applied to an analysis of small structures such as the hippocampus coupled with a better understanding of primary degenerative dementias allow more specific study of the atrophy than could be obtained with a global assessment of ventricular dilatation. More recently, the development of MRI methods studying brain perfusion open the way for noninvasive exploration of perfusion anomalies in these patients.